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Upcoming changes to the Most
Cost-Effective Setting program
and Select Drug formulary

 

Benlysta®: Updates to site of service and coverage options 

The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently approved a subcutaneous

formulation of the drug Benlysta® (belimumab) for the treatment of lupus. This formulation

allows members to self-administer Benlysta, whereas the infusible formulation, which was

approved in 2011, requires administration by a health care provider. With two formulations

on the market, AmeriHealth New Jersey is changing how we manage this drug.
 

Effective June 1, 2018, AmeriHealth New Jersey will add infusible Benlysta to the Most

Cost-Effective Setting (MCES) Program. During precertification review, each member’s

medical needs and clinical history are evaluated to determine if the requested drug is

medically necessary. As part of the MCES Program, AmeriHealth New Jersey also

reviews the requested treatment setting for certain drugs to ensure the request is safe and

cost-effective. Infusible Benlysta will be managed as follows: 
 

Members who are receiving infusible Benlysta in the hospital outpatient facility can

continue treatment in that setting until their current precertification expires. During

their next precertification review, AmeriHealth New Jersey will evaluate the setting

requested by their provider and make a coverage determination.

New requests for members to receive infusible Benlysta on or after June 1, 2018,

will be subject to precertification review for both medical necessity and setting.

AmeriHealth New Jersey has determined that the most cost-effective settings to receive

infusible Benlysta are:
 

http://tracking.comm.ibx.com/t?r=2704&c=66793&l=11973&ctl=5FFCE:6D2A5E91C61063832358F5A30A4DA3248CA33B33226DFD5A&
http://whatcounts.com/dm?id=6D2A5E91C61063832358F5A30A4DA3248CA33B33226DFD5A


3/6/2018 tracking.comm.ibx.com/dm?id=6D2A5E91C61063832358F5A30A4DA3248CA33B33226DFD5A

http://tracking.comm.ibx.com/dm?id=6D2A5E91C61063832358F5A30A4DA3248CA33B33226DFD5A 2/3

a physician’s office

the member’s home, where the medication is administered by a home infusion

provider

an ambulatory (freestanding) infusion suite, not owned by a hospital or health

system

A hospital outpatient facility is the most expensive setting in which to receive Benlysta;

therefore, it will primarily be approved for members who are receiving their initial

therapeutic dose or if their condition requires intensive monitoring and care.
 

A self-administered option for Benlysta is now available under the
Pharmacy Benefit

 
Commercial members who have prescription drug coverage through AmeriHealth New

Jersey can choose to receive subcutaneous Benlysta under our pharmacy benefit. This

may be a more convenient option for members who are interested in self-administering

the drug.
 

All members who are interested in self-administered Benlysta should discuss their options

with their provider, as well as compare the terms, conditions, and cost-sharing provisions

(including copay, deductible, and coinsurance) of their medical and pharmacy benefits

before changing their current treatment regimen.
 

Member and Group Outreach
 

We will send letters to group administrators in mid-April. Members who are currently

receiving infusible Benlysta in a hospital outpatient facility will receive letters

approximately one week later.
 

About the MCES Program
 

Established in 2012, the MCES Program was designed to review the requested treatment

settings for certain medications for members enrolled in our commercial medical products.

The main goal is to manage the total cost of care for our members and groups by ensuring

each member meets the coverage criteria in our medical policy, and that the requested

treatment setting is both safe and cost-effective.
 

Please visit the Provider News Center to learn more about the MCES Program, including

the complete list of medications on the program. 
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Updates to Select Drug Program® Formulary
 

AmeriHealth New Jersey routinely updates our prescription drug formulary and reviews

the list of drugs requiring prior authorization as part of our procedures for safe prescribing.

These changes are approved by our Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee.
 

Please view the list of changes to the Select Drug Program formulary that are effective

April 1, 2018, for more information. Standard quarterly changes include:
 

Additions of generic drugs to the formulary

Additions to the list of drugs with new criteria that require prior authorization

Additions to the list of non-preferred drugs that require prior authorization

Additions to the list of drugs with quantity and day supply limits

Deletions to the list of drugs that require prior authorization

Moving drugs from a lower tier to a higher tier on the formulary

All members affected by these formulary changes will be notified with a letter from

FutureScripts. Letters will be sent to members affected by these changes 30 days prior to

the effective date.

If you have any questions, please contact your AmeriHealth New Jersey broker

representative.
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